Public Advisory Committee
Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.
To slow the spread of COVID-19, the County Health Officer’s Shelter Order prevents public gatherings.
In lieu of a public gathering, the Public Advisory Committee meeting will be accessible via
tele-conference to all members of the public.

EAST CONTRA
COSTA COUNTY
HABITAT
CONSERVANCY

The Public Advisory Committee meeting may be accessed either online or by telephone:
https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/83163333931
Meeting ID: 831 6333 3931
OR
Dial 888-278-0254; Conference Code: 841892

City of Brentwood
City of Clayton
City of Oakley
City of Pittsburg

Persons who wish to address the Public Advisory Committee during public comment or with respect to
an item that is on the agenda may do so either online or by telephone. If accessing the meeting online,
request to speak by clicking the “raise hand” function. If accessing the meeting by telephone, request
to speak by dialing #2.

Contra Costa County

Agenda
1)

Introductions
Attendees are invited (but not required) to introduce themselves. This is also an opportunity
for committee members (and meeting participants) to provide updates on their organization’s
activities.

2)

Public comment on items not on the agenda
Public comments will also be accepted on each agenda item during discussion of that item.
(3 minutes each)

3)

Consider approving the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County Habitat
Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Public Advisory Committee (“PAC”) meeting on May
13, 2021.*

4)

General Update on recent actions of the Governing Board
The complete Board agenda and packet from May and past meetings are posted on the
Conservancy’s website at: https://www.cocohcp.org/AgendaCenter/Public-AdvisoryCommittee-PAC-3
Topics include:
o Former Roddy Ranch Golf Course EBRPD public meeting – July 1, 2021. Next
meeting TBD
o Other Conservancy activities

5)

Annual Report and Year in Review*
Presentation highlighting the Conservancy’s 2020 activities. The complete 2020 Annual
Report is available on the Conservancy’s website at https://www.cocohcp.org/265/OtherDocuments.

6)

Overview of the Recreation plan for the Byron-Vasco PMP*

3:00

Adjourn.

*Indicates there are attachments provided for the item.
If you have questions about this agenda or desire additional meeting materials, you may contact
Maureen Parkes of the Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development at 925-6747831. The Conservancy will provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning
to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours before the meeting.
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Public Advisory Committee
*Draft Meeting Record*
Thursday, May 13, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.
1)

Introductions
Committee Attendees:
Private Permit
Seekers
East Bay Leadership
Council:
Lindy Lavender

Conservation
Advocates
California Native
Plant Society:
Lesley Hunt

Landowners/
Agriculturalists
Margaret Kruse:
Present

Suburban/Rural
Residents
Arnica MacCarthy:
Present

Discovery Builders
Inc.:
Kevin English

Friends of Marsh
Creek
Watershed:
Barry Margesson

California
Farmland Trust:
Absent

Sharon Osteen:
Present

Building Industry
Association – Bay
Area:
Lisa Vorderbrueggen

Save Mount
Diablo:
Roxanne Lucero

Contra Costa
County Farm
Bureau:
John Veitch and
Paul LaFollette

Mary Helen Nicolini:
Present

Others in attendance:
Abigail Fateman, Conservancy Staff
Joanne Chiu, Conservancy Staff
Erik Stromberg, Restoration Design Group
2)

Public comment on items not on the agenda. Attendees introduced themselves. There

were no comments on items not on the agenda.
3)

Consider approving the Meeting Record from the East Contra Costa County Habitat
Conservancy (“Conservancy”) Public Advisory Committee (“PAC”) meeting on
February 11, 2021. The Meeting Record was approved.

4)

General Update on recent actions of the Governing Board. The complete Board agenda
and packet from past meetings are posted on the Conservancy’s website at:
https://www.cocohcp.org/AgendaCenter/Governing-Board-2
Topics include:
o Conservancy’s new website (same address: www.cocohcp.org)
o Solar update
o Other Conservancy activities
Ms. Fateman provided a brief update on the Conservancy’s new website. She asked that
PAC members send her an email if they notice anything that is missing or not working
correctly on the new site. Ms. Chiu provided an update on the adopted solar policy and the
first solar project to receive permitting through the HCP/NCCP.

5)

Update on planning activities for restoration and public access at the Former Roddy
Ranch Golf Course (guest speaker Erik Stromberg from Restoration Design Group). Mr.
Stromberg provided an overview of the planning work that occurring at the former Roddy
Ranch Golf Course. The presentation covered the history of the site, existing condition
studies, and goals of the project. There will be additional opportunities for public
engagement on the project. PAC members also asked for a quick update on the Three
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Creeks Project (The PAC had heard a presentation on the project in 2020 and Erik was
also involved in the design of that project).
6)

Review and consider making funding recommendations to the Conservancy
Governing Board on proposals received in response to the Small Research Grants
Program RFP. The PAC discussed the two proposals that had been submitted in response
to the RFP. The PAC agreed that both proposals were very good and would provide
important information for managing lands in the Preserve System and species in the
region. Though both proposals were very strong, the PAC decided that the urgency around
understanding the sudden die-off of manzanita and pine took precedence. Other topics
discussed were the importance of grazing, number of species potentially addressed by
projects, fire risk, if funding be expanded, and if there are opportunities for funding both
projects.
The PAC’s final recommendation was to 1) fully fund the project proposed by Save Mount
Diablo called “Manzanita and Pine Die off on Mount Diablo”, 2) inform Vollmar Natural
Lands consulting that their project was very competitive and that the Conservancy would
like to pursue that line of research, and 3) look for other funding opportunities to support
the Vollmar proposal and possibly augment the Save Mount Diablo proposal.

2:45

Adjourn. Meeting adjourned to August 12, 2021
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2020Year in Review
East Contra Costa County
Habitat Conservation Plan/
Natural Community Conservation Plan
The East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservation Plan / Natural
Community Conservation Plan (the “ECCC HCP/NCCP”) gives local
jurisdictions control over state and federal endangered species
permitting in the region.
Through the ECCC HCP/NCCP, project proponents pay a fee or
provide their own conservation, conduct limited avoidance
measures and receive species permits from their local land use
agency. Mitigation fees and grants fund Preserve System
conservation acquisitions, management, research and restoration.
The East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy
(“Conservancy”) implements and ensures compliance with the
Plan and oversees assembly and operation of the ECCC HCP/
NCCP Preserve System.

Photo credits, top to bo om: Stephen Joseph, Contra Costa Water District, Nomad Ecology, Save Mount Diablo

2020
The East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy continued to
implement the East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP. In 2020,
streamlined permitting through the ECCC HCP/NCCP provided
permit coverage for 26 projects; these include residential and
commercial development, transportation, utility, rural
infrastructure, rural operation and maintenance, and habitat
restoration projects. The Conservancy, together with East Bay
Regional Park District, conserved two properties totaling 8.3
acres of habitat for the ECCC HCP/NCCP’s growing Preserve
System. The Conservancy continued to implement conservation
actions ahead of what is required for permitted impacts.

Conservancy Governing Board
Juan Antonio Banales | City of Pittsburg
Joel Bryant | City of Brentwood
Diane Burgis | Contra Costa County
Carl “CW” Wolfe | City of Clayton
Randy Pope | City of Oakley
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The ECCC HCP/NCCP gives local cities and agencies control over state and federal endangered species permitting in their
jurisdiction. In 2020, 26 projects received take coverage under the Plan, including 13 urban development projects, 1 rural
infrastructure project, 7 rural operations and maintenance projects, and 5 Preserve System activities. These projects total
approximately 306 acres of permanent impacts, including 22 linear feet of permanent impacts on streams and 32 acres of
temporary impacts on terrestrial land cover types, including 4,273 linear feet of temporary impacts on streams. Note that
approximately 4,000 feet of the temporary impacts on streams is from a large restoration project constructed on Marsh Creek .
The ECCC HCP/NCCP was designed to enable permit streamlining to extend beyond endangered species regulations and include
regional permitting under state and federal laws for impacts on jurisdictional wetlands and waters. On May 4, 2012, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers issued Regional General Permit 1 (RGP) aligned with the ECCC HCP/NCCP. This Permit was reissued on
April 12, 2017 and has a five‐year duration. The RGP streamlines wetland permitting in the entire Plan Area by aligning the
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures in the Plan with the Corps’ wetland permitting requirements. To date, 23
covered projects and three Conservancy restoration projects have benefitted from coordinated permitting under the RGP.
Permitting Program Highlights:


Residential: The City of Brentwood permitted The Groves project which includes the subdivision of a 20+/‐ acre property. The
proposed project includes 160 homes with associated landscaping, street network, and two community parks. The City of
Pittsburg permitted the Tuscany Meadows project to subdivide a 173+/‐ acre property into 917 single‐family residential units.
The proposed project includes 14.6 acres designated for multi‐family development.



Commercial: The City of Oakley permitted the Oakley Logistics Center project, which will construct a 150‐acre logistics
center for the transportation and distribution of commercial goods.



Utility Infrastructure: The City of Brentwood proposed to construct Phase 2 of a non‐potable water distribution system to
provide recycled gray water to existing landscape irrigation customers. The project includes a new water pipeline and water
storage tanks with associated pumps and valves.

ACTIVITIES
BY THE NUMBERS
Projects Permitted
In 2020: 26
Cumulative: 200

Mitigation Fees
In 2020: $3,550,837
Cumulative: $22,950,200

Acres Impacted
In 2020: 306
Cumulative: 1,149

Restoration Projects
In 2020: 0
Cumulative: 11

Acres Conserved
In 2020: 8
Cumulative: 12,549

Grants & CTR
In 2020: $828,682
Cumulative: $74,251,400

Note: The Conservancy periodically reviews our
databases and as a result, cumulative totals reflect
refinements and corrections.

The Conservancy continues to work closely
with the East Bay Regional Park District
(EBRPD) and Save Mount Diablo on land
acquisition opportunities, management of
Preserve System lands, and habitat
restoration projects. The EBRPD has been
the Conservancy’s primary partner in
Preserve System acquisitions in the Plan
implementation. These acquisitions total
8.3 acres of newly protected land in 2020.
The Conservancy’s other partners include
State and Federal regulatory and funding
agencies, as well as members of the
development community, conservation
advocates, agricultural representatives and
members of the public. The Conservancy
will continue to build on these partnerships
and expand on collaborative conservation
projects and eﬀorts in the HCP/NCCP Plan
Area.
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The Conservancy funds land acquisition from willing
sellers to assemble the Preserve System. The
Conservancy has made significant progress toward
acquisition goals during the first twelve years of Plan
implementation. In 2020, two properties were
acquired, adding 8.3 acres of land to the Preserve
System, which totals 12,549 acres of conserved land.
All but one acquisition to date have been completed
in partnership with EBRPD, where EBRPD owns and
manages those Preserve System lands. The Viera
North Peak property, acquired in 2017 from Save
Mount Diablo, is owned by the Conservancy with the
anticipation of transferring the property to California
State Parks. The Conservancy continues to stay
ahead of the average pace necessary to assemble
the 30,300‐acre Preserve System estimated to be
required by Year 30 of the Plan (2037).
Highlights of achievements:


Over 1/3 of the Preserve System has been assembled by year 13 of Plan implementation.



Acquisition of the Bloching and Nortonville Strip properties adds 8.3 more preserved acres to the Preserve System, both
connecting to existing Preserve System land.

The Plan requires stream, wetland and pond restoration and creation to compensate for impacts to these habitat types. The
Conservancy has aggressively pursued wetland and pond restoration requirements. To date, 11 restoration projects have been
constructed. These restoration projects provide a range of benefits to covered species.
Conservancy projects are monitored and managed to ensure that they achieve habitat goals. This monitoring continues for a
minimum of five years. Close monitoring of restoration sites has informed management actions including: reseeding areas,
adjusting grazing patterns, and aggressively combating invasive weeds.
No new restoration projects were constructed in 2020. Six
of the Conservancy’s restoration projects have met
success criteria and are no longer monitored annually
against their restoration success criteria. In 2020, the
Conservancy monitored the following restoration projects
‐ Irish Canyon Riparian Restoration Project, Ang Riparian
Restoration Project, and the Horse Valley Creek and
Wetland Restoration Project. Monitoring eﬀorts in 2020
were severely restricted due to the shelter‐in‐place orders
that were implemented statewide in response to the
COVID‐19 pandemic, and hazardous air quality conditions
due to the extensive Lightening Complex wildfires burning
around the Bay Area.
The Conservancy is actively working on restoration plans
for multiple other sites that will be constructed in future
years.
Riparian plan ng area at the Ang site, Fall 2020. Photo credit: Save Mount Diablo
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The Conservancy receives revenue from the following primary sources: mitigation and permitting fees (development ,
wetland, and temporary impact fees, administrative/staﬀ time fees, and contributions to recovery payments) and grants.
These sources fund Preserve System acquisitions, management, monitoring, and restoration projects.

Revenue in 2020

Amount

Mitigation Fees 1

$3,550,837

2

$828,682

Grants and CTR
Other 3

$119,645

Local Funds 4

$126,233
Total

1

Local Funds
2%

Grants and CTR
18%

$4,625,837

Development fees, wetland fees, and temporary impact fees.

Mitigation Fees
77%

2

These are grants from various state and federal agencies including CDFW, USFWS,
and WCB. The amount shown includes grant funds spent (not grants awarded).
“CTR” are Contributions to Recovery, and includes temporary impact fees.
3

Other
3%

Other includes staﬀ time/administrative fees, interest, and miscellaneous.

4

Local funding includes contributions by the East Bay Regional Park District of its
own funds or grant funds for joint acquisitions and preserve management.

Progress Toward Conservation Goals
and Impact Limits

>100%

100%

For streamlined permitting to continue under the
HCP/NCCP, conservation must stay ahead of impacts.
The HCP/NCCP specifies detailed metrics that the
Conservancy uses to track progress of Plan
implementation.

80%

63%
60%
40%

33%

The summarized data displayed (left) illustrates all
categories of conservation are ahead of the impacts
to these habitat types.

20%

4%

1%

0%
Terrestrial

Aquatic

% of Conservation Achieved

4%
Stream
% of Impacts Incurred

A more detailed accounting of conservation,
restoration, creation, and impacts is provided in the
2020 Annual Report.

PARTNERS IMPLEMENTING THE HCP/NCCP

PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

City of Brentwood

Agricultural representatives

City of Clayton

Building Industry Association of the Bay Area

City of Oakley

California Farmland Trust

More information about the East Contra
Costa County Habitat Conservancy can
be found online at www.cocohcp.org.

City of Pittsburg

California Native Plant Society

Contra Costa County

Contra Costa County Farm Bureau

Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District

Discovery Builders Inc.

East Bay Regional Park District

Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed

East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy

Rural/suburban residents

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Save Mount Diablo

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

East Bay Leadership Council

The HCP/NCCP Overview booklet and
the 2020 Annual Report can be both
downloaded from the website. To reach
the Conservancy, please contact
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us or
925‐655‐2909.
July 2021
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Conservation Measure 1.5. Prepare and Implement a
System-wide Recreation Plan for the Preserve System
A recreation plan will be developed by the Implementing Entity and
implemented for the Preserve System. This plan will address lands that are
acquired for the Preserve System where recreational and educational uses are
compatible with the preservation and enhancement of natural communities,
covered species, and biological diversity. When completed, applicable elements
of the system-wide plan will be incorporated into the individual preserve
management plans (see Conservation Measure 1.2).
Generally, new public access on conservation easements acquired for the
Preserve System will be more limited than on Preserve System lands not in
private ownership, though regional trail connections and related facilities such as
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backpack camps may be needed on lands protected via conservation easement.
Public access to privately owned land under conservation easements will only be
permitted with the landowner’s consent. See Chapter 10, Assurances, for more
details.
Recreational uses will be designed to minimize impacts on biological resources
and must adhere to the guidelines listed below:


In all preserves, recreation is of secondary importance and must defer to the
biological goals and objectives of this HCP/NCCP.



Recreation will only be allowed where it is compatible with the biological
goals of the HCP/NCCP and has less-than-significant impacts on biological
resources after implementation of necessary mitigation measures, as
described in the EIR/EIS.



Recreational use and impacts will be monitored by the Implementing Entity
to ensure that uses do not adversely affect biological resources. If uses are
found to be adversely affecting biological resources, the use will be
discontinued until adjustments in the use can be made to reduce or eliminate
impacts (see Chapter 7 for details on monitoring).



Recreational uses allowed in preserves include hiking, non-motorized bicycle
riding, walking, horseback riding, wildlife observation and photography, and
environmental education and interpretation on designated trails at appropriate
sites. If determined to be compatible by USFWS and CDFG, up to four
staging areas, four small day-use picnic areas and two small backpack camps
shall be allowed within the preserve areas (see below for design restrictions
on these facilities). Activities will be allowed based on the ecological needs
of the given habitat. Any activities off-trails and other active recreation not
listed above (e.g., outdoor sports) are prohibited.



As approved by USFWS and CDFG, new picnic areas shall be operated
during daylight hours only and limited to eight standard picnic benches,
restrooms, potable water and trash receptacles. No irrigated turf or
landscaping shall be allowed in picnic areas. To the extent feasible, picnic
areas will be located on the perimeter of preserve areas and will be sited in
already disturbed areas. No private vehicles shall be allowed in picnic areas,
unless the picnic area is at a staging area and except for limited special
events approved by the Implementing Entity. Maintenance and emergency
vehicles shall be permitted access to picnic areas.



As approved by USFWS and CDFG, new backpack camps shall be limited to
use by no more than 25 people. Restrooms, potable water and trash
receptacles shall be provided. When feasible, campsites will be sited in
already disturbed areas. Private vehicles may be allowed to drive into camps
only during daylight hours, and only for the purpose of delivering supplies or
providing access for campers with disabilities. This restriction shall not
apply to maintenance and emergency vehicles. With the exception of
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) service animals, dogs shall only be
allowed in backpack camps on-leash and during daylight hours only. The
Implementing Entity will ensure that use of backpack camps is adequately
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supervised and controlled, and may implement a reservation and permitting
process for use of backpack camps.


The no more than four new staging areas will be developed only in areas
within preserves that are already disturbed and not suitable for habitat
restoration, and that do not contribute to the conservation objectives for
covered species habitats and natural communities. Sites at the edges of
preserves will be chosen over sites on the interior of preserves.



Public access to caves, abandoned mines, or abandoned structures will be
prohibited to maintain habitat for Townsend’s western big-eared bat and
reduce liability. Management of caves, mines and structures may be
necessary periodically to maintain bat habitat and to protect public safety.



No motorized vehicles or boats will be allowed in preserves, except for use
by the preserve manager or with the prior approval of the preserve manager
(e.g., contractors implementing HCP/NCCP conservation measures such as
habitat restoration and monitoring, grazing tenants, fire-suppression
personnel, and maintenance contractors). For preserves under conservation
easements, vehicle use will be allowed as part of the regular use of the land
(e.g., agricultural operations, permanent residents, utilities, police and fire
departments, other easement holders), as specified in the easement.



When compatible with HCP/NCCP biological goals and objectives, dogs
may be allowed in daylight hours in designated preserves or in designated
areas of preserves but only on leash. Leash laws will be strictly enforced by
preserve managers and staff because of the potential impact of dogs on
biological resources, including covered species such as San Joaquin kit fox,
western burrowing owl, Alameda whipsnake, and California red-legged frog.
Leash enforcement may include citations and fines. Dogs used for herding
purposes by grazing lessees must be under verbal control and show proof of
vaccination.



Recreational hunting or fishing within preserves will be prohibited.
However, hunting for management purposes (e.g., feral pigs, bullfrogs) is
encouraged where it will contribute to achieving the goals and objectives of
the HCP/NCCP. The Implementing Entity will coordinate with CDFG to
develop hunting protocols.



Public collecting of native species will be prohibited within preserves.



Introduction of domestic or feral animals, including ducks, fish, reptiles, and
any exotic, non-naturalized species, is prohibited within the preserves to
prevent interference with and mortality of native species, except by the
preserve manager for management purposes.



Trails will be established on existing roads or trails wherever possible to
minimize the need for new ground-disturbing activities and to reduce new
and ongoing maintenance costs.



New trails will be sited to minimize impacts on sensitive species (including
covered species) and communities including covered species, as well as
disturbance to adjacent landowners and land uses. Wetlands will be avoided,
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and trails through woodland or riparian habitat will not require tree removal
or substantial pruning.


Recreational uses will be controlled using a variety of techniques including
fences, gates, clearly signed trails, educational kiosks, trail maps and
brochures, ranger and police patrols, and interpretive programs.



Construction of recreational facilities within preserves will be limited to
those structures necessary to directly support the authorized recreational use
of the preserve. Existing facilities will be used where possible. Facilities
that support recreation and that may be compatible with the preserve include
parking lots (e.g., small gravel lots), trails, educational and informational
kiosks, up to one visitor center located in a disturbed or non-sensitive area,
and restroom facilities located and designed to have minimal impacts on
habitat and waters. Playgrounds, irrigated turf, off-highway vehicle trails,
and other facilities that are incompatible with the goals and objectives of this
HCP/NCCP will not be constructed.



Signs and informational kiosks will be installed to inform recreational users
of the sensitivity of the resources in the preserve, the need to stay on
designated trails, and the danger to biological resources of introducing
wildlife or plants into the preserve.



New trails will not be constructed through chaparral patches in order to
minimize disturbance to and prevent mortality of Alameda whipsnakes and
reduce the likelihood of wildfire ignition. If possible, existing trails through
chaparral should be rerouted around chaparral patches.



The Implementing Entity will prohibit or limit bicycle use on trails within
500 feet of core habitat for Alameda whipsnake to minimize impacts on this
species.



Trails, picnic areas, and backpack camps will be closed between January 15
and August 1 within 0.5 mile of active golden eagle nests to prevent
disturbance or harassment.



Trails, picnic areas, and backpack camps will be prohibited within 300 feet
of wetlands and streams that provide suitable habitat for covered amphibians
or tricolored blackbird.



When compatible with HCP/NCCP biological goals and objectives,
recreation plans for preserves adjacent to existing public lands will try to
ensure consistency in recreational uses across open space boundaries to
minimize confusion among the public. Preserves adjacent to non–
HCP/NCCP public lands with different recreational uses will provide clear
signage to explain these differences to users that cross boundary lines.



Preserves will be closed to all recreational uses until a recreation plan for the
Preserve System is developed and approved by the Implementing Entity
Governing Board, CDFG, and USFWS. If recreational activities will occur
near aquatic features, then EPA and USACE will be asked to comment on
the plan.

East Contra Costa County HCP/NCCP
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Exceptions to the guidelines listed above will be considered by the Implementing
Entity on a case-by-case basis and will also require approval of the CDFG and
USFWS.
At a minimum, the recreation plan will contain the following elements:


Identification of sites within preserves where recreational use is compatible
with the goals and objectives of the HCP/NCCP.



Maps of existing and proposed recreational trails, staging areas, and facilities
and of habitat types impacted.



Site-specific methods of recreational use controls.



Trail and use monitoring methods, schedules, and responsibilities.



A framework for enforcement of recreational restrictions.



An evaluation of whether the impact of planned recreational use is below the
limits set in the EIR/EIS, and whether planned recreation is compatible with
the biological goals and objectives of the HCP/NCCP.



Clear triggers for use restrictions or closure based on sensitive biological
indicators (e.g., seasonal closures of some trails based on covered or
sensitive species activity periods).

The recreation plan will be prepared within no more than 3 years after acquisition
of the first parcel or when 25% of the Preserve System has been acquired,
whichever comes first. Recreation will not be allowed on HCP/NCCP preserves
until a recreation plan has been prepared and adopted for that site by the
Implementing Entity, CDFG, and USFWS, unless the preserve has a pre-existing
recreational use, in which case a recreation plan must be approved within 1 year
in order for the site to continue to be considered part of the Preserve System.
The recreation plan will be revised as needed as the Preserve System expands.
Formal evaluations and revisions, if needed, must occur at least every 5 years.
Rationale
Recreational uses may have impacts on biological resources, including vegetation
communities and covered species. However, the societal benefit of recreational
uses within limited areas of the preserves justifies accepting some minimal level
of impact on these resources. Allowing limited recreational use within preserves
will broaden the appeal of this HCP/NCCP; such access can be an important tool
in educating the public about the value of protecting and properly managing
biological resources. An educated and supportive public is essential for securing
additional funds for HCP/NCCP implementation.
Recreational users who understand the sensitivity of the resources in the
preserves may help patrol the preserves and provide valuable assistance to
preserve managers in ensuring that users follow the rules. Responsible users can
also become volunteers to assist preserve managers in maintaining preserves
(e.g., trail maintenance) and in complying with the terms of the HCP/NCCP (e.g.,
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covered species monitoring and habitat stewardship). This involvement may
reduce the overall cost of HCP/NCCP implementation.
Recreation within HCP/NCCP preserves is limited to low-intensity uses because
of the primary function of the preserves as habitat for covered species. A wide
variety of recreational opportunities are already available in rural parks
throughout the inventory area; these include Black Diamond Mines, Round
Valley, and Morgan Territory Regional Preserves; Contra Loma Regional Park;
Mount Diablo State Park; and the Los Vaqueros Watershed. These parks and
open spaces total over 35,000 acres within the inventory area. Any funds
generated as a result of recreational activities will be invested in the preserve
system.
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Vasco HIlls/Byron Vernal Pools Preserve Management Area - Planned and Conceptual Trails
Va
sc
o

Current Recreation
Planning Area

Rd

Future Recreation
Planning Area (Trails in
this area are conceptual)

kC

re
e

k

Potentail Future
Staging Area

G3 Land (Approximate)

!

!

0.4 Mile

!

Fr
is

Water District Watershed
Lands

Other Preserved Land

Conservation Easements
and other Preserved Land

!

0.3 Mile

M
ile

e

j
k

!

!

!

op

!

l Lo

Trai
l

ile

t ra

L oop

M
0.7

Cen

0.8 M
ile

D
&
DE
&
T
&
A
&
-

!

!

N or t
h er n

Tr
a

!

il
0.6 M

j
k

Access and Vista Points

!

!

4
0.

j
k

il

!

Ce

DE
&
-

oo

ra

lL

p T rai l

Trailhead/Multi-use Entrance
Access Point - Off Street
Parking

Road as Trail
!

!

Potentail G3 trail
Future Connector Trail Potential Alignment

D
&
-

Vasco Hills
Regional Preserve

Proposed Trail (EBRPD)

&
-A

u
So

Contra Costa Water District
Los Vaqueros Reservior
(Closed to Recreation)
Vasco Rd

O:\GIS\DHebert\Projects2020\planning\Vasco Hills PMP BVBRP\Figure 11b.mxd 10/29/2020

Destination Entrance

Proposed Trails

j
k

nt

j
k

Destination

z

o
aL

ai
Tr
p
o

M
0.7

l

&
-T

Closed to Public

Byron
Airport
Habitat
Lands

Existing Access Road (to
be considered as trail)

j
k

ile

Byron Vernal Pools
Regional Preserve

1,500

Trail may be expanded,
realigned, or closed pursuant
to future agreements or
acquisitions

0

1,500 Ft

